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6 Counties To Screen Youth Offenders
For Mental lilness
{AP) As many as half of the boys and giris in Indiana’s juvenile detention 1 1 o

centers have mental illnesses, bu! some will be diverted inlo ceunseling and
cther programs under a pilot project in six counties beginning in January.

154 Walch Today's Forecast
The Indiana State Bar Association announced Thursday that six of the WED [Tl ! 3]
stale's 22 focal juvenile detention centers — those in Bartholomew, Clark,
Johnsen, Lake, Marion and Porter counties — will begin scregning youths
entering their facilities under a pilot program that's being embraced by

judges, praseculors, defense attorneys, doclors and public policy makers.

The goal is to remove from the juvenile justice system those youths whose
troubles with the law can be attributed to depression, schizophrenia, bipolar
disorder or other maladies. instead, they would receive freatment that might
include counseling or medication or both.

If they don't receive treatment or other appropriate services, such children
risk longer periods behind bars, higher rates of later arresls and problems
getiing along in society, the bar association said.

“The whole geal behird juvenile justice is not to punish kids, it's {o treat
them,” said JauNae Hanger, an indianapaolis attormey who has lad the
screening iniliative for the state bar.

Screening also can identify very troubled youths who need treaiment before
their actions lead 1o tragic consequences, said Paje Felis, a lobbyist for the
atlorneys group. She pointed fo the case of Virginia Tech gunman Seung-
Hu:i Cho, whom courls found mentally ill and in need of hospitalization more
than a year before he killed 32 people and committed suicide on April 16.
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"If you capture these kids now, you won't have those tragedies ocour,” Falts
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A 2004 survey by the private nonprofit Indiana Juvenile Justice Task Force
projected half the children in Indiana's juvenile justice system needed some
psychiatric care, inciuding more than & quarter who suffered hallucinations,
delusions or feelings of afienation. The survey examined 359 youths ages 8
o 15 in 13 detenticn centers across the state, On Demand
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Jim Higden, superintendent of the Johnson County Juvenile Detention
Cenier south of Indianapoiis, said some youths passing through his 48-bed
facility have done nothing more than act cut by skipping school or
misbehaving.
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"This is going o be a good deal because it's going to identity & 1ot of kids
that don't belong here," said Higdon, president of the Indizana Juvenile

Detentian Association, which represents the state's 22 local detention !
centers, which altogether have about 1,150 beds. "IU's been needed very ,_ WSBT WeatherBug gr::gLV;I:’:;:;"&'g;’.}i;ﬁ%g&g‘pmk soma
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process. Juvenilz court judges have considerable diseretion {0 order mental N, .
evaluations, said Steve Johnson, executive direstor of the indiana nwumnﬁnn“"::f an
Prosecuting Attorneys Council.
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in Porter County, which began screening in 2005, the results are
encouraging, said Circuit Judge Mary Harpar, who chairs an advisory board
for the pilot project. About 50 youths have been diverted into freatment, and
of the 11 who successiully completed their diversion programs, none have
goften inio trouble with the faw agzin, she said.
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However, not all parents have cocperated with the diversion pragram,
Hamer said. Some have mental health issues of their own, while others
prefer not 1o have their sons and daughters labeled as having a mental
illness.
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“We're in this for the long term,” she said. "We really wan! (o see this pilot
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